Honored Director of the School of Magistrates, 

Honored Mr. General Prosecutor, 

Honored representatives of the diplomatic body and of international organizations accredited in the Republic of Albania, 

Honored lecturers, friends and guests, 

Much honored just graduated magistrates, 


This day today has made us come together to honor and consider the contribution, dedication, sacrifices, and achievements of 55 new magistrates that are graduates, 32 of them as judges and 23 as prosecutors that soon will be part of the community of magistrates.  
This is a special and solemn moment for you and you should feel proud. Naturally, proud for you are your families, but even we, lecturers of the School of Magistrates who have done our duty supporting and encouraging you.  
As it is a tradition, in the day of the closing of studies and the beginning of the exercise of the duty are given some advices by those who have a long experience out of which have received valuable, positive or negative lessons. Allow me too, who have had the chance in my career as jurist, to have been prosecutor, lawyer, lecturer and judge, not to resign from the custom of the sharing of some advices. In spite of the differences between these functions, all of them are connected due to some common points: are connected with justice, when it is given or taken back, are connected with injustice, when it is used or felt, just as are connected with sensibility and  humanism, when it misses or appears.  Therefore, here are some advices in the form of prayer for all you honored magistrates:
· You have the responsibility to make possible the change and confidence of the system of justice. You begin the battle of making justice with the model you are going to present. You should know that a magistrate needs integrity, courage, patience and maturity to act in the name of law.. You have to be conscientious on the authority that is given to you, on the dignity of the function, but also on the restrictions imposed to you. The function you are going to exercise has great power and authority. Therefore, you should not misuse it.  
· Justice needs many things, mostly for a strong and audible voice. The magistrate should find the voice in the court room, there where he, in spite of fear, hesitation, insecurities, reserves he has, should speak and his voice that transmits justice should echo, not by making noise, but by transmitting safety and integrity. The voice of justice should be heard by the victim who has lost dignity, by the author of the offense who has lost logics, by the party who has lost the hope and confidence to justice, by the weak and not protected who is frightened because of injustice. Your voice is the voice that shares hope and confidence.  
· If you are confronted with cases that are important for the community where you are part, do not be passive and indifferent, do something. Indifference is the most harmful attitude that a professional of law could reflect. Aim and try to take role, there where is possible and necessary. Your professional engagement is not only the judicial hearing, but even other decision – makings, out of the court room, related indirectly to it. 
· Each time you enter to a court room, have the profound feeling that while you judge, wait to be judged too. Independence is given to guarantee the duty, but is does not make you uncontrollable. Only in this way you will consolidate public confidence to the system of justice.  
· Take seriously and sensitively every problem and difficulty with which are confronted citizens, your colleagues and courts and prosecutions, where they work. Do this in the first day of your work up to the last one. This is the best reward you are going to give to the system of justice and the best and meaningful justification you are going to do to the diploma you receive today. 
· Do not forget: none better that magistrates knows the problems of the system of justice, none better that magistrates knows problems of the system of justice, none better than magistrates understands and feels the burden of injustice, violation of independence and pressure because of it. Therefore try as much as possible to make the system of justice confident, professional and with integrity.  If you do this, at the end of your career you could be able to say that you contributed as much as you could and left marks on the difficult path of the consolidation of the rule of law. If you do this, you have fulfilled also your duty as European citizens of this country. 
I wish you success honored magistrates in this difficult but noble task!
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